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accent. "Of the phenomena of verse, accent is the most prominent. In 
both verse and music it furnishes for the ear the most convenient standard 
of measurement" (p. 186). The book concludes with chapters on "The 
Content of the Phrase," "The Rhythm of Prose," and "Scansion," and a 
Summary. The last is significant in that it shows that the result produced, 
on Dr. Jacob's mind at least, by the large amount of scientific experiment is a 
series of opinions which differ practically not at all from the views of such 
metrists as Lewis and Alden. 

The value of the book to anyone interested in the structure of verse is 
great because it furnishes a quick method of becoming acquainted with the 
results of scientific investigation and affords a check to the more subjective 
methods of most books on prosody. 

Mr. Bayfield's book is the production of a classical scholar, who evi- 
dently does not believe it necessary to inform himself on the discussions of 
the prosody of a modern language before writing on it. In an introduction 
he admits that he had not heard of Lanier's The Science of English Verse 
when he wrote this book. As he never refers to Omond, Bridges, or Mayor 
(to cite only English authorities), it is presumable that he knows nothing of 
their views. The chief contention of his book — that English verse should be 
scanned generally as trochaic rather than as iambic — he apparently con- 
siders a discovery of his own, but of course it was presented long ago by 
Lanier, and more systematically developed by William Thomson in The 
Basis of English Rhythm (1904). Mr. Bayfield's general treatment and 
scansions are by no means so convincing as those of his two predecessors. 
Finally, Mr. Bayfield includes information about various Greek feet — ionic 
and galliambic— and lyric measures (p. 24). If he finds in a line of English 
verse a series of syllables which seems to fit any of these, he thinks he has 
proved something. A more detailed review, which brings out many other 
faults in this absurd book, may be found in Modern Language Notes, XXXV, 
122-26. 

J. R. HuLBERT 

University of Chicago 



XJn Point du Vue Francois sur le But de la Modern Humanities 
Research Association: The Presidential Address for 1919-20. 
By Gustave Lanson. [Cambridge: Printed at the University 
Press.] Pp. 15. 

In a recently issued prospectus the Modern Humanities Research Asso- 
ciation, founded at Cambridge, England, in 1918, announces as its main 
object "the encouragement of advanced study in Modern Languages and 
Literatures by co-operation, through correspondence, personal intercourse, 
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the interchange of information and counsel, and financial support for stu- 
dents engaged in research." It also aims at "improving and facilitating 
means and methods, and seeks such a co-ordination of isolated effort that 
those interested or engaged in the same branch of research shall be kept 
informed of each other's work, and that unnecessary duplication of energy- 
shall be avoided." 

Those engaged in teaching or in research should welcome the fuller 
statement of the purposes of the Association as set forth by its second presi- 
dent, the distinguished French scholar and critic, Gustave Lanson. Profes- 
sor Lanson regards the Modern Humanities Research Association as 

originale entre toutes les soci^tes scientifiques qui pullulent a travers le monde, 
par l'idee quil'inspire et les moyens qu'elle emploie. Elle ne renonce pas sans 
doute a ameliorer les instruments bibliographiques, et a en rendre l'usage plus 
facile. Mais elle a bien vu que l'essential 6tait ailleurs, et dans ce qui pour la 
plupart des soci^tes savantes n'a 6t6 jusqu'ici qu'un effet accessoire, non inscrit 
dans les statuts ou les programmes. Elle s'efforce, sans rien abandonner des 
moyens modernes, de remettre les erudits du vingtieme siecle dans la condition 
des savants de la Renaissance et du dix-septieme siecle: elle veut r^tablir la 
communication personnelle des travailleurs disperses a travers le monde. Par- 
dessus les revues, les repertoires, les catalogues et les bibliographies, elle pretend 
mettre l'homme en presence de l'homme. Aucun instrument mecanique, 
quelque parfait qu'en soit la construction et quelque exact qu'en soit le fonc- 
tionnement, ne vaut, & certains egards, et pour certains effets, l'instrument 
variable et inexact, mais simple et adaptable et indefiniment extensible, qu'est 
un esprit d'homme. 

Professor Lanson's idea of humanistic culture, if realized by the Modern 
Humanities Research Association, should do much toward lessening the 
contempt in which the mere specialist is often held by those who regard real 
humanism as incompatible with technical scholarship. The faculty for mi- 
nute research, it must be confessed, is too seldom combined with constructive 
imagination, but the lack is more frequently attributable to natural want of 
spiritual insight than to the effects of intensive study. Creative scholarly 
imagination and acute literary perception that can be killed by systematic 
technical training are likely not to be worth saving, and, as Professor Lanson 
observes, the critic who despises the efforts of the lowly seeker after mere 
facts and depends wholly on intuition for his results is doomed to err sooner 
or later. The French savant says : 

Une Soci£t6 comme la v6tre est un groupement qui a pour but le travail, et 
non pas l'eloquence, qui veut des choses, et non des mots. ... Vous manifestez, 
par votre desir de favoriser et de faciliter la recherche, que l'etude litteraire 
n'echappe pas plus que n'importe quelle application de l'intelligence humaine, 
h l'obligation de chercher la verit<5, de s'en approcher le plus possible. Votre 
erudition ne meprise ni l'intuition, ni le sentiment, ni le gout; elle sait que 
c'est dans les profondeurs de la sensibilite et de l'imagination que s'allume 
l'idee qui guide la recherche et en interprete les resultats. Mais elle sait aussi 
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que 1'idee a besoin du contr61e rigoureux des m^thodes, que le plus petit fait, le 
plus sec, le plus plat, une fois qu'il est bien constats, suffit a renverser la plus 
magnifique theorie, et que, si elles ne satisfont pas a quelques exigences bien 
terre a terre de la critique, les plus s^duisantes vues de l'esprit ne sont que des 
visions. 

Vous savez encore que l'histoire litteraire, si elle n'^tait qu'un jeu d'idees et 
un exercice de fantaisie, ne vaudrait vraiment pas la peine qu'on y prendrait: 
mieux vaudrait jouer au golf. ... Quiconque nous a donne 1 le moyen de penser 
un peu plus vrai sur la plus petite des questions qui composent l'histoire lit- 
teraire d'une nation, celui-la, nous le croyons tous fermement, n'a pas perdu sa 
vie. ... C'est le savoir exact, c'est la critique m^thodique qui separent ... les 
hypotheses fecondes des fantaisies aventureuses. 

Of the international character of the Association, Professor Lanson says: 
Vous n'avez pas voulu seulement grouper les travailleurs de votre pays, de 
votre Empire, vous avez comae 1 les travailleurs de toutes les nations a s'unir 
avec vous. Vous revenez ainsi a la belle conception de la Republique universelle 
des lettres qui fut celle de rhumanite' cultivee a la Renaissance. ... La science 
et la pensee sont de tous les pays. 

If the Modern Humanities Research Association honestly labors for a 
republic of letters whose bounds are determined, not by national prejudice, 
but by the vast domain of humanistic culture, it will accomplish great 
things not only for scholarship but also for the cause of international amity. 
Any less comprehensive program falls short of real humanism. 1 

T. P. Cross 
University of Chicago 



The Oeorgic. A Contribution to the Study of the Vergilian Type of 
Didactic Poetry. By Marie Loretto Lilly, Ph.D. Baltimore: 
The Johns Hopkins Press, 1919. "Hesperia. Supplementary 
Series: Studies in English Philology." No. 6. Pp. vii+175. 

Dr. Lilly's study of the georgic comprises certain chapters of a doctoral 
dissertation prepared under the direction of Professor Bright and Professor 
Mustard. As the author admits, her work is merely an introduction to the 
subject and omits many developments, particularly in Italian. Dr. Lilly 
also makes no effort to cover the fields of German and Spanish. In discuss- 
ing the documents treated she has unfortunately been unable to gain access 
to certain promising sources of information or knows such sources only at 
second hand. 

After indicating briefly the extent of previous critical investigations of 
the georgic, the author proceeds to a discussion of the history of the type, 

i The association is affiliated with the Modern Language Association of America, and 
is represented in this country by Professor M. Blakemore Erans, Assistant Secretary for 
the United States, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. 
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